he wondered if that sledgehammer
roar in his ears was the rampaging of the bulls or the pound-
ing of his heart. He ran and ran, looking over his shoulder, . -
trying to gauge his distance from their horns, swerving, by Eunice Fried
dodging. His mouth was dry, his stomach clenched. He was
scared to death. He was thrilled to death.
It was Robin Kelley O’Connor’s first run with the bulls
in Pamplona. The year was 1976. Robin had just graduated
from college, and, with his brother Steve and a college room-

mate, traveled to Pamplona, the capital of Navarra province

in northern Spain, to attend the Fiesta of San Fermin. And :
to run with the bulls. THE RUNNING OF THE BULLS IN PAMPLONA

It was Frnest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises that
introduced bull running to the world. Ever since, the Fiesta
de San Fermin, which dates back to the thirteenth century
and has included bull runs since at least the seventeenth
century, has epitomized romantic daring for thousands of
youth. Until recently, women were not allowed to run. They
are now, and a few do every year, although the Spaniards
and the Basques still frown on it.

Each vear at noon on July éth, the mayor of Pamplona
lights rockets at the town hall, and as they explode, declares
the Fiesta de San Fermin officially open. The first bull run
begins at 8 a.m. the next morning, the day of the patron
saint San Fermin. “Thar and bull fights are the only things
in Spain thar start on time,” Robin says. The runs continue
each morning of the fiesta through July 14th. Eight bull
runs, six fighting Iberian bulls in each run, and each day’s
bulls from a different bull ranch. The night before a run,
the bulls are brought to a pen where the run starts.
Accompanying the bulls, who have a strong herd instinct,
are steer called cabestro; they help guide the bulls to
the arena, and unlike bulls, are not ferocious. When a bull
breaks away from the herd, it becomes a suelto, and is
considered extremely dangerous.

In Pamplona, as many as 3,000 people run with the bulls
each day, most dressed in white shirt and pants, red scarf at
the neck, red sash around the waist. There are four starting

points for runners. Those who start closest to where the










